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Medicago Xvaria
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Habitus and growth type

Height [m]: 0.3-1
Life form: hemicryptophyte
Life strategy: C - competitor

Leaf

Leaf presence and metamorphosis: leaves present, not modified
Leaf arrangement (phyllotaxis): alternate

Leaf shape: compound - ternate

Stipules: present

Petiole: present

Leaf life span: evergreen

Leaf anatomy: succulent

Flower

Flowering period [month]: May-October
Flower colour: yellow, violet, blue-violet
Flower symmetry: zygomorphic

Perianth type: calyx and corolla
Perianth fusion: free

Calyx fusion: synsepalous
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Inflorescence type: racemus
Dicliny: synoecious
Pollination syndrome: insect-pollination

Fruit, seed and dispersal

Fruit type: dry fruit - legume
Fruit colour: brown, grey
Reproduction type: only by seed/spores

) Dana Michalgova

Belowground organs and clonality

Shoot metamorphosis: pleiocorm
Root metamorphosis: primary storage root
Storage organ: pleiocorm, primary storage root

Trophic mode

Parasitism and mycoheterotrophy: autotrophic
Carnivory: non-carnivorous
Symbiotic nitrogen fixation: symbiosis with rhizobia

Taxon origin

Origin in the Czech Republic: neophyte

Invasion status: naturalized

Geographic origin: hybrid origin

Period of introduction: Early Modern Period (1500-1800)

Introduction pathway: intentional - other, unintentional - agriculture,
unintentional - plantations

= Dana Michalsos

Ecological indicator values

Ellenberg-type indicator values

Light indicator value: 7 - half-light plant, mostly occurring at full light, but also in
the shade up to about 30% of diffuse radiation incident in an open area
Temperature indicator value: 6 - transition between values 5 and 7

Moisture indicator value: 4 - transition between values 3 and 5

Reaction indicator value: 7 - indicator of slightly acidic to slightly basic conditions,
never occurring in very acidic conditions

Nutrient indicator value: 4 - transition between values 3 and 5
Salinity indicator value: 0 - not salt tolerant, glycophyte

Habitat and sociology

Affinity to the forest environment
Affinity to the forest environment in Thermophyticum: 0 - taxon that does not
spontaneously occur in Czech forests

Affinity to the forest environment in Mesophyticum and Oreophyticum: 0 - taxon that
does not spontaneously occur in Czech forests
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Ecological specialization indices

Ecological specialization index for all vegetation types: 5.1
Ecological specialization index for non-forest vegetation: 5.3
Colonization ability

Index of colonization success (ICS): 2

Index of colonization potential (ICP): 6

Optimum successional age [years]: 12

Distribution and frequency

Continentality degree: 8

Distribution range extension along the continentality gradient: 4

Elevational belt in the Czech Republic: lowlands, colline belt, submontane belt
Occurrence frequency in the basic grid mapping cells and quadrants of the basic grid
mapping cells: 267

taxon.data.freq in quad: 506

Commonness in vegetation plots from the Czech Republic

Occurrence frequency in vegetation plots: 0.1 %

Occurrence frequency in vegetation plots with a cover above 5%: 5.3 %
Occurrence frequency in vegetation plots with a cover above 25%: 0 %
Occurrence frequency in vegetation plots with a cover above 50%: 0 %

Mean percentage cover in vegetation plots: 2.8 %

Maximum percentage cover in vegetation plots: 13 %
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